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Reducing the power of the drug lords and gangs and eliminating the
negative social phenomenons appearing with drug trafficking and drug
use

Introduction

The United Nations drug trafficking legal framework is inevitably aging. The three major international
drug control treaties, the Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs was introduced in 1961 (amended
in 1972), the Convention on Psychotropic Substances in 1971, and the United Nations Convention
against lllicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances in 1988.

Those treaties are mutually supportive and complementary. The important purpose of the first two
treaties is to codify internationally applicable control measures in order to ensure the availability of
narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances for medical and scientific purposes, and to prevent
their diversion into illicit channels. They also include general provisions on illicit drug trafficking and
drug abuse.

Commissions on narcotics

The 1988 United Nations Convention against lllicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances extends the control regime to precursors, and focuses on establishing measures to
combat illicit drug trafficking and related money-laundering, as well as strengthening the framework
of international cooperation in criminal matters, including extradition and mutual legal assistance.

The three conventions attribute important functions to the Commission on Narcotic Drugs and to
the International Narcotics Control Board:

The Commission on Narcotic Drugs, composed of 53 Member States elected by the Economic and
Social Council for a four-year term, is the central policy-making body with regard to drug-related
matters, including the monitoring of the global trends of illicit drug trafficking and abuse. This
functional commission of the Economic and Social Council adopts and recommends for adoption
by the Council or to the General Assembly through the Council, resolutions on new concerted
measures or agreed policies to better address the drug phenomenon. It decides whether new
substances should be included in one of the schedules of the conventions and if changes or
deletions in the schedules are required.

The International Narcotics Control Board is a permanent and independent body, consisting of 13
members, who are elected for a five-year term by the Economic and Social Council on the basis of
their competence and serve in their personal capacity. The Board monitors the implementation of
the conventions and, where appropriate, makes recommendations to States. It also administers the
statistical control of drugs on the basis of data supplied by Governments and assesses world
requirements of licit drugs with a view to the adaptation of production to those requirements. It
gathers information on illicit trafficking, and submits an annual report on developments in the world
situation to the Commission on Narcotic Drugs and to the Economic and Social Council.

UNODC has an important role in assisting these bodies in performing their treaty-based functions,
and in assisting States Parties in the implementation of their obligations under the international drug
control treaties.
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Countries involved

A) Heroine flow - Afganistan, Myanmar, Iran, Gulf states, Africa, China, RF, Europe, USA,
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Cannabis cultivation, production and eradication, 2012

Country Cultivated Eradicated Harvest- Production (tons) Plants eradicated Sites eradicated
(ha) (ha) able (ha)

Indoor  Outdoors Indoors Outdoors Indoors  Outdoors
Afghanistan 10,000 1,400
Albania 50 33,000 154
Australia 17,668 35,146 322 240
Azerbaijan 6 6 0 308 7,538 121
Herzegovina 2807 3
Brazil 22 185 616,133 5
Bulgaria 6,913 42
Chile 18,526 216,902 1,377 291
Costa Rica 8 8 0 965,320 129
Italy 7,706 4,114911 458 1,318
Latvia 3,796 101 4 3
Lebanon 3,500 800 2,700
Mexico 9,058 12,166
Morocco 52,000 5,000 47,000 760 38,000
New Zealand 21,202 119,059 783
Philippines 21 1,224,738 188
Poland 4 58,156 687 627
Tajikistan 2,180,121
Ukraine 529 2,200,000
gf"gf:efges 302,377 3631,582 2596 6,470

Sources:
. Commission on Narcotic Drugs:

http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/commissions/CND/index.html

. International Narcotics Control Board:
http://www.incb.org/

. Introduction to drug trafficking issue and more information about seized drugs:
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/drug-trafficking/index.html

. Drug Report:
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/data-and-analysis/WDR-2010.html




